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SUMMARY : More than half of the world’s population depends on rice for daily food requirements. Depletion of
groundwater levels, shortage of labor and poor soil properties drawn attention on finding the alternative of traditional
puddled rice (TPR). Direct seeded rice (DSR) production technology attracted farmers for its multiple benefits,
which helps in improving system productivity. During 2011-12, the average yield of Pusa-1121 under DSR and TPR
was 40.10 q/ha and 41.00 q/ha respectively. However, wattar sowing is suitable on light soils and dry seeding on
heavy soils. The highest yield of Pusa-1121 was obtained with 17.5 kg/ha seed rate. Better water management
needed for its early crop emergence and timely weed management are the keys of success in direct seeded rice.
Water, labor saving and improved soil physical structures are the benefits, which is helpful in improving system
productivity.
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